
          “Preserving The History of Our Nation’s First Major Industry” 

National Bottle Museum® 

THE BOTTLE MUSE   Winter 2023 

Renew your membership for 2023 – thank you! 

 

Board of Trustees 

 Volunteer Director of the JRM Artists’ Space—Fred Neudoerffer 

 

General Admission - $5.00 

Seniors - $4.00  

Children free 

Contact us: 

Tel. (518)-885– 7589 

Email:  

Info@nationalbottlemuseum.org 

FB: National Bottle Museum 

www.nationalbottlemuseum.org 

 From the Desk of Ellie Dillon 

  

 

Dear Friends and Members, 

2023 has started off bittersweet. First off we will say good bye to long term 

volunteer Meg Stevens who has served on the board as treasurer, president 

and Director. Meg’s shoes will be impossible to fill but we wish her the best 

in her well earned retirement! Avonlea Stiles, Assistant Director, also 

stepped down to return to school. Teaching is in Avonlea’s future and we 

wish her well in her new career. 

Now the sweet of bittersweet. We have hired a new director, Kayla 

Whitehouse, to run the daily operations at the museum. Kayla hails from 

Albany. She received her masters from Southern Illinois University at 

Carbondale in anthropology and brings museum experience to her new 

position. Already Kayla has rolled up her sleeves and made some necessary 

and creative changes. Stop in to welcome Kayla!  

We depend on memberships to support the museum. This is the beginning 

of a new year and we ask you to please consider joining for another year! Go 

to nationalbottlemuseum.org to renew or join the museum.  

Wishing you all a safe and peaceful New Year! 

Ellie 

 Director—Kayla Whitehouse 

President—Ellie Dillon 

Vice President—Phil Bernnard 

Secretary—Shirleyan Ebert 

Treasurer—Adam Stoddard 

Trustee—Barbara Trypaluk              Trustee—Deborah Cangi       

mailto:info@nationalbottlemuseum.org
http://www.nationalbottlemuseum.org
mailto:info@nationalbottlemuseum.org


Renew your membership today for 2023!  

Form is at end of newsletter or on line. 

www.nationalbottlemuseum.org 

 

 

The JRM Artists’ Space: 

Contact: Fred@neustudios.com  

We are seeking a pre-machine 

made bottle from Alaska. Can you 

help us? Contact: 

info@nationalbottlemuseum.org 

 

 

 

Glass Factory Mountain:  

Making Bottles and Making History 

Come in and see what is new at the museum! 

Only one to go! 
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This is a dark amber Pegasus 

bottle from the Hartmann and 

Fehrenbach Brewing Company 

in Wilmington, Delaware. The 

exquisite pegasus detail is a 

masterpiece of mould working. 

Collectors feel this bottle is one 

of the best beer bottles to be 

found. The brewery began 

operation in 1885 and continued 

till prohibition in 1920.  

Meet the man behind the rich 

heritage of the Saratoga type 

bottle, the Mount Pleasant and 

Congress and Empire Glassworks. 

Oscar Granger’s journey 

began in Mount Vernon 

and ended in Saratoga 

Springs. 

Guild of Adirondack Artists 

March 12th – April 1st 

“Welcome to Ballston spa” 
February 1st—25th 

Artist’s Reception February 4th 2pm-4pm 

Stu Eichel’s Ballston Spa paintings on sale  

http://www.nationalbottlemuseum.org
mailto:info@nationalbottlemuseum.org


FOHBC link to bottle shows: 

 Find a Bottle show near you! 

www.fohbc.org/shows/ 

Info@nationalbottlemuseum.org 

Meetings are now on Zoom. Consider 

joining the Board of Trustees or have 

you or your bottle Club Zoom in for 

meetings!!  

Link will be sent out before meetings by 

request. Meetings are the first Thursday 

of each month @6:30pm 

 

http://www.fohbc.org/shows/
mailto:info@nationalbottlemuseum.org


Digs and Stories from the Desk of Roy Topka 

Greetings. 

I can't speak for other diggers, whether 

you love to dig dumps or are a privy 

aficionado, but when it gets colder out an urgency to 

dig filters through me. Of course I would rather open 

a monstrous hole in the ground when it's cool, but 

the fact of the matter is 

winter will be here with 

its stupid frozen ground. 

Better get my butt in gear and find some 

pontils which have been sorely lacking in my 

life.  

I decided to contact the owner from a lot 

that I had dug a few weeks ago to see if they 

would let me dig again. I was given an ok to 

do what I wanted. Moving obstructions 

around I probed a likely spot. Soon I was 

hitting brick walls that went down about 4’, 

resting on shale. More important shards looked about 1870 and one 

whole pickle bottle came out. At about 7' I broke into a mucky c 1865 

layer going back into pontil age. Mortality on bottles was high though. 

Still I managed a smooth base Langleys bitters and smooth base puce 

Costar's NY, four pontil Winslows (you can't get away from finding these 

things in the older holes) and two what I thought were pontiled Osgoods 

India cholagogue bottles (a fairly 

common bottle), one damaged. I did not 

have my close reader glasses so I could 

not tell much of anything. When I 

cleaned the supposed Osgood bottles it 

was a pleasant surprise to see they said 

Maria H. Mellen's Cough Syrup Spafford 

N.Y., (backwards N's) Never dug one & 

not a common bottle. Even though this wasn't a loaded pit, after months 

of finding no pontils it felt like a blessing.  

Take care all and good digging!  

Look what was donated this 

past quarter! 

Thank you Mary “Mimi” Norris 

Weisbond. Over 85 early 

medicine cups and advertising 

shot glasses were donated by 

Mimi to the National Bottle 

Museum. Some are already on 

display! 

If a bottle is left on our 

doorstep…. 

Often bottles are dropped off at 

museum’s doorstep. If we don’t 

have the bottle in the collection, our 

team will determine whether we 

should accession into to the 

permanent collection. If not, most 

likely the bottles will become 

orphans for the visitors to adopt. 

This then becomes a fundraiser. 

Either way we thank the anonymous 

donors! 



 

Hi! 

I am thrilled to be joining the National Bottle 

Museum as the new Director. I have a background in 

anthropology, and have worked in a number of different 

museums, and I am excited to be able to bring the skills that I 

have learned throughout my career here to the National 

Bottle Museum. 

I have only just started, so I don’t have many updates from 

the museum yet, but I hope to have something fun and 

exciting to share with you all for the next newsletter! 

From the Desk of Director Kayla 

Whitehouse 

Meg showing new director Kayla Whitehouse the 

ropes! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Phil Bernnard, Vice president of the 

Board of Trustees at the National 

Bottle Museum will be giving a talk 

on the Rensselaer Glass works at the 

Sand Lake Historical Society, 8428 

NY Rte.66 Averill Park, NY 12018 

March 14th. 

This article Phil wrote for the 

Antique Bottle and Glass Collector. 



Please Consider joining the National Bottle 

Museum for 2023. 

Your membership entitles you to free 

admission, 10% discount at gift shop and a 

personal satisfaction that you are 

supporting a unique museum . The 

Museum is a 501 C-3 non profit and 

chartered by the Board of Regents of New 

York State Department of Education.  

The National Bottle Museum houses the 

JRM Artists’ Space which exhibits regional 

Artists year round. It also is the Village of 

Ballston Spa Visitor Center.  

Join Today! 



Benefactors 

Supporters 

Sander Bonvell &Liz Kormos 

Caleb Eick 

The Stockade Art Show 

Janice Badkin 

Thomas Paskiewicz 

Jeff Ullman 

Judy Prevratil 

Gerald Dexter 

Corina Oberai 

Terry McMurray 

Richard Hasenauer 

Fran Martone 

Dan & Laura Noonan 

David Wright 

David Mytych 

Roy Topka 

Mary Alice & Rich Hallett 

Kevin & Ellie Dillon 

 

2023 Memberships, Donations and Grants 

(As of 02/2023) 

Patrons 

Town of Milton 

Capital Region Antique & Bottle Club 

Somers Antique Bottle Club 

Hudson Valley Bottle Club 

 

Grants 

Friends 

Deborah Cangi 

Barbara Trypaluk 

Marilyn Bradley 

James Finnance 

Allan Repp 

Meg Stevens 

Darrell Pinckney 

George and Sara Kolesar 

Linda Brown 

Non Profit COVID Relief Fund — County of Saratoga, NY 

 

 

 

 

 




