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Volunteer Director of the Jan Rutland Memorial Artists’ Space— Fred Neudoerffer

Dear Supporter of the National Bottle Museum,
We are coming off an another successful Saratoga
Bottle Show. Hats off to Roy Topka, Adam
Stoddard and Phil Bernnard for a successful, safe, Saratoga
Bottle Show! This show is our main fundraiser. It was necessary to cancel the show last year for safety reasons. Their
hard work this year paid off. The table rentals and bottle enthusiasts were the best yet. Roy, Adam and Phil already are
planning for next year. Thank you!!

Thank you Curt Ewing for donating an embossed Checkers
Medicine Co. ,WinstonRaleigh, N.C. bottle to the
Bottles of the USA exhibit. It
reads “Makes people new all
over”

The museum is in talks with Paul Orselli, a museum exhibit designer, to create an exhibit showcasing Mt. Pleasant to Saratoga, the History of Bottles in Saratoga County. He will also recreate the Bottles of the USA exhibit. to be an interactive experience.
The rain has stopped and plans have been made to paint the
building. We are proud to be apart of the downtown revitalizing
of Ballston Spa.
Our membership is the backbone of the museum and we are
so grateful for your support. Come and visit, and please join for
the year 2021. The museum continues to preserve the history
of bottles as well as the bottles themselves.
Take Care,
Ellie Dillon

We need pre - machine made
bottles from Alaska, North Dakota, and New Mexico. Can you help
us? Contact:

The permanent exhibit of Bottles of
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the USA will soon be getting a
facelift. It will become an interactive exhibit highlighting state
and matching bottle. The museum is consulting with a museum
exhibitor for this project.
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Saratoga Bottle Show 2022
June 5th, 2022

Renew your membership today! Form is at end of
newsletter.

Coming Soon!! Museum
facelift! Waiting patiently for
a week of nice weather. Stay
tuned.

From the Desk of Avonlea Stiles, Ass’t Director
Things are starting to look up again here at the National Bottle
Museum. I gave my first tour in almost a year, and it was such a
strange and exciting experience. It is finally starting to feel like
things are going back to normal.
We are still implementing our cleaning schedule on a less intense
scale, and because of this, we are offering tours again. We are
also keeping our self-guided tour sheets available to visitors who
would prefer to wander around instead. The Museum is no longer requiring
masks for vaccinated visitors,. Unvaccinated visitors are still expected to wear a
mask.

Thank you Stewarts Shops for the
donation to rewire the uranium exhibit. Black light lighting allows for
glass to glow.

Our bottle show was a success, and we want to thank everyone involved in its
success. Thank you to everyone who helped set it up, thank you to the dealers,
and thank you to everyone who came out for it! We could not have done it without all of you.
There are big plans in the works, such as painting the museum and trying to
expand the second-floor space. We are also looking into more items for our gift
shop. I would also like to thank David Graci for donating his research to the museum. It will make a fine addition to our informational library.
In conclusion, things are finally starting to look up after this crazy year. Thank
you all for your continued support and I hope to see you soon.

The Jan Rutland Memorial Artists’ Space at the NBM
Volunteer Director: Fred Neudoerffer

We had an exciting spring this year as we got back to full and open
gallery shows. Back in March we had 42 regional artists come together for a show of art and stories relating to the pandemic called
“March to March, and its effect on Art and Artists”. We had 42 written stories and 127 works of art on display which quickly went from
a one month show, extended to two months, simply because it was
such a popular theme and spectacular show. Besides the fabulous
and diverse art the artists’ stories, some, one sentence, others paragraphs long told thoughtful feelings of loneliness and lack of motivation while others were energized or even humorous. It will be a
memorable showcase for the museum. In May we added to this
show, a great little show from the Galway CSD Portfolio class
called “Unique Inspirations”. Five student artists participated and
their show blended very well with March to March. We show the
Galway class work every year to give the students a sense of having a visual and financial market for their art. Currently showing in
the gallery is our annual “Art of The Bottle” show, which depicts or
uses all or parts of bottles in an artful way.
Please contact the museum with any interest in collecting or showing art.

For a donation of $5.00 you may bring
home an orphan bottle. You will be
giving a bottle a home and supporting
the museum as well!

Investigate the old medical instruments and prescriptions bottles in
the Pharmacy exhibit.

Digs and Stories from the Desk of Roy Topka

Hi folks,

It's getting hot out now, but not so in early April when probing late
1860s lots in Albany. One wet five footer was located, but it was totally
dipped out. Oh well, back to Troy to talk to a fellow who would let me dig for cutting
some brush on his lot-- haven't done that in a while!
I probed the lot. Of course what could be the privy was near a huge tree
stump and felt full of rocks. I decided to go for it anyway, not like I haven't been in this situation before!. Brush was cut one afternoon and the
next morning I opened the hole. It was slow going with dead but still
hard roots mixed in with football sized rocks. At about 4' I hit 1860s
shards but could also see at least one wall had fallen in. It doesn't take
much to figure out privy walls with odd shaped
stones (photo #1) don't hold up as well as those made
with flat fieldstones.
By 5' there was ash and 60's slicks appeared, and at about 6' I
busted into a packed pontil layer but bricks and rocks exacted a heavy
toll on the glass. Still, there were survivor's, a Defreest Lemon Beer,
green T & M, and a True Cephalic snuff. (Photo #2)
The hole was still going down but I had to leave. I had to throw
the dirt back in but could leave the rock's out. Thank God! Returning the next week I
was soon back into privy dirt and rocks bottoming out a little over 7'. One side had
older contents going to at least 1830's, a Moore's Essence.Life almost made it out
whole with 40% of the lip gone.
On day 2 the take was another Defreest, Nowills Pectoral, flare lip Thompson
Eye Water, and the holes best bottle a cobalt C & M Knickerbocker soda. (Photo #3)
After a little more probing was done, I was on my way! The following week I dug up
an 8' woodliner . But it never got older
than 1880's with no bottles to speak of
(Photo #4). Several more pits were also dug with no good results. Oh well,
that's how it goes down in the hole.
Join the Museum Today!

Work has begun for the much needed facelift at the museum.
The job has finally begun…. Show must go on despite the
weather!!

2021 Memberships, Donations and Grants
(As of 4/2021)

grants
Pomeroy Foundation
Alfred Z. Solomon Charitable Trust

Corporate Donors
Stewarts Shops
Village of Ballston Spa
Town of Milton

Benefactors
Bob and Diane Puckhaber

Roy Topka

Donna Dardaris

Somers Antique Bottle Club
Larry Rutland
John Rudzinski

Capital Region Antique Bottle
Club

Brenda & Gary Schaap

Supporters
Christopher Ryan

Susan Robbianno

Judy Ward

Benjamin Bouck

Thomas & Nancy Paskiewicz

Bob & Regina Rasera

Chuck Bukin

Stuart C Wagner

Empire State Bottle Collectors

Jack & Jan McEnemy

Ron Tetrault

Association

Fred Neudoerffer

Stewart Wagner

Laura & Dan Noonan

David Mytych

Janice Badkin

David Foley

Terry McMurray

Richard Jones

Darlene Furda

Jim Healy

Greater Buffalo Bottle Collectors Association

Adam Stoddard

Richard Hasenauer

Stephen Youker

Mark Yates

2021 Memberships and Donations
Friends
Alex Bohler

Barbara Trypaluk

Tom Clark

Dee Scotti

David Wright

Linda Brown

Meg Stevens

Karen Cooper

Sue Ellen Stine

Phil Bernnard

Shirleyan Ebert

Richard Whitney

Mark & Linda Nelson

Bob Latham

David Stern

Jeff Ullman

Kevin Dillon

Jim Berry

Fran Martone

Allan Repp

Lorraine Mc Connelee

Ellie Dillon

Michael O’Shea

Fran Hughes

