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Volunteer Director of the Jan Rutland Memorial Artists’ Space— Fred Neudoerffer

Dear Supporter of the National Bottle Museum,
Our membership is the backbone of the museum
and we are so grateful for your support. Please
join for the year 2021.

The Jan Rutland Memorial
Artists’ Space currently has an
exhibit of over 32 artists and 126
pieces of art. Exhibit will run till
May 1st.

The Museum has good news! Since Gary
Moeller’s retirement volunteers have been stepping up and
stepping in. We currently are running the museum with no
payroll. The savings has been significant during these hard
Covid times. A big thank you goes to the museum’s volunteers.
In addition, the National Bottle Museum was the beneficiary of
a second installment from the Burton Spiller Estate. Again we
have tucked much of the money away for the future BUT WE
HAVE PAID OFF THE MORTGAGE!
The Board of Directors finally settled on the color scheme and
are eagerly waiting to spend our most recent grant to paint the
building. Other improvements in the works are professionally
designed permanent exhibits and rearranging to capitalize on
space. . Welcome to spring and to the annual Saratoga Bottle
Show at the Saratoga Fairgrounds June 6th.! Hope to see you
there. Though hours have been reduced it seems we are busier
than ever!

Renew your membership today! Form is at end of

Stay safe.

newsletter.

Sincerely,

Thank you for your support.

Ellie Dillon,

Burton Spiller passed away in 2019. But his
influence and generosity continues to be felt
by the National Bottle Museum. Dr Spiller’s
collection of early American bottles and history flasks was well documented throughout the
country. Thank you Dr,
Spiller for being instrumental in preserving
the hobby and history for future generations
to come at the National Bottle Museum.

The permanent exhibit of Bottles of
the USA will soon be getting a
facelift. It will become an interactive exhibit highlighting state and
matching bottle.

We need pre machine made bottles
from Alaska, North Dakota, North
Carolina and New Mexico. Can you
help us? Contact:
info@nationalbottlemuseum.org

2021 Bottle Show Info:
Contact : Roy Topka at: rmt556@yahoo.com
Adam Stoddard at: acstoddard63@gmail.com
Phil Bernnard at:1-518-429-7641

This display of old pharmacy bottles,
poisons and medical tools is a permanent exhibit worth seeing!!

From the Desk of Avonlea Stiles, Ass’t Director
Since our reopening here at the National Bottle Museum, we have
undergone a few changes. There is a new art show upstairs in our
Jan Rutland Memorial Artists’ Space that features 126 pieces
from 42 incredibly talented artists. We have added some bottle
and glass related books to our gift shop and we will be repainting
the front of our building soon. We are still implementing our
COVID guidelines and will be for the foreseeable future, and we
are still keeping up with our detailed cleaning routine in order to keep everyone
as safe as possible. If you haven’t had a chance to see our newest exhibits, I
highly recommend them, as they are pretty cool and you can learn a lot of things
you might not have known before. While we are still refraining from giving
tours, we do offer self-guided tour sheets for more information, and they are
cleaned between each use. Our newest displays include Coca-Cola bottles, Canning Jars, Painted Label Soda Bottles, and The Evolution of Bottle Stoppers.
Even though we aren’t giving tours, it has still been wonderful to greet all of our
visitors and answer their questions, as well as giving them information on their
pieces. I look forward to the day we can give tours again, and I hope to see you
soon!

The Jan Rutland Memorial Artists’ Space at the NBM
Volunteer Director: Fred Neudoerffer

Uranium glass.. It glows!

A rare Quaker Springs bottle on display
at the museum.

Contact at: fred@neustudios.com

"March to March" marks the first "in gallery"
show of the year for The National Bottle Museum's art gallery. Most galleries these days
are showing art virtually, which is necessary
in the time of COVID. The National Bottle
Museum is always trying to find ways to support artists who support the museum by sharing their art with the community. For this
show the museum waved the entry fee and
commission for the artists to help them possibly recoup a bit of what was lost in the last
year due to so many gallery opportunities being unavailable.
This show has the very specific theme of
how art, creativity and artists were all affected
by the 12 months that were "March to
March". We are very pleased to show the art
and creativity of 42 regional artists, which
amounts to 126 unique works of art. Along
with the art, each artist, was asked to write a
brief story of how their process was affected
or not by the pandemic. These stories add to
the wonderful art in a very personal way and I
think will help the public relate to the art and
artists in a more personal way as well.
Please stop in and show your support for
the regional artists that are sharing their art
with all of us. Maybe you'll see something
that makes you feel a bit better about our next
12 months.

Avonlea Stiles, assistant director: "My
favorite bottle changes constantly but
my current favorite bottles are Lydia
Pinkham's bottles, due to the weird
history behind them. The story of
Lydia Pinkham has always interested
me because she claimed that her
product had "A Baby in Every Bottle"
as it was supposed to help women get
pregnant, and promote a healthy
pregnancy. Strangely enough, it
worked for many women. Even
though it contained about 19% alcohol it was supposed to be taken during the pregnancy as well. “

Digs and Stories from the Desk of Roy Topka

Hi folks,
Winter is mostly behind us, time to stop throwing snow and sling some dirt! I like
to keep busy in the cold digging fill areas that I normally wouldn't in warmer
weather, and of course probing. Many yards with a snow pack and leaf covering
base were probed successfully. Not that privies or trash pits were always found, but at least the
yards could be probed and eliminated as possible spots.
On March 7th l decided to start opening some of the pits I
found. The oldest house was the logical place to start, and at
only 5 ' deep there really wasn't much water in it. Of course,
the pit was cleaned out and pretty vacant of bottles. One plain
c.1875- 1880 pint size aqua ink master was the sole keeper.
Hole #2 the following Friday would be work. It was at least 7' going to water at around 3'. If ya want to dig in March, most of the
time this is your reality. Anyways, the dirt was heavy but soon I
was into bailing water. Fortunately since the privy wasn't too
Wet wood liner.( No bottles)
wide, the refill rate on the water was not to bad. Once you drain
the water from the ash it's actually not too hard to get out of the hole. Well, by the time I was
standing 6 1/2' down I hadn't seen one shard of a bottle, and only a few ceramic pieces. I threw
out a little more water & ash and plugged down to about 8 ' without hitting anything. This was
the story around the entire hole. Dud city!!
Two days later it was on to pit #3 and hopefully better luck. This hole was
in Troy as opposed to the other two which were in Albany, cut into shale
and was 100% dry due to everything sloping away from it. Being only
about 6' deep it should go quick. The fill was 1880's down to 5 ' when everything turned to grey wood ash. Some 1870's commons started showing
up in a pocket of trash. A rectangular cobalt bottle showed up and it was
one of those tall Alfred Wright Rochester bottles, first one I've ever
dug. Behind the Wright bottle near the wall privy dirt and busted pontils
appeared, but the layer was very thin, and only one pontil a Dr. S.S. Fitch
was found. Ok, if this is what fate has dealt me, I guess I'll take it. Here's to
all to enjoy good spring digging!
A few to take home….
Take care,
Roy

Join the Museum Today!

2021 Memberships, Donations and Grants
(As of 4/2021)

grants
Pomeroy Foundation
Alfred Z. Solomon Charitable Trust

Corporate Donors
Stewarts Shops

Benefactors
Bob and Diane Puckhaber

Roy Topka

Donna Dardaris

Somers Antique Bottle Club
Larry Rutland
John Rudzinski

Capital Region Antique Bottle
Club

Brenda & Gary Schaap

Supporters
Christopher Ryan

Terry McMurray

Stuart C Wagner

Benjamin Bouck

Darlene Furda

Ron Tetrault

Chuck Bukin

Adam Stoddard

Stewart Wagner

Jack & Jan McEnemy

Stephen Youker

Janice Badkin

Fred Neudoerffer

Susan Robbianno

Richard Jones

David Mytych

Thomas & Nancy Paskiewicz

Friends
Alex Bohler

Fran Martone

Bob Latham

Dee Scotti

Ellie Dillon

Kevin Dillon

Meg Stevens

Barbara Trypaluk

Allan Repp

Phil Bernnard

David Wright

Michael O’Shea

Mark & Linda Nelson

Karen Cooper

Tom Clark

Jeff Ullman

Shirleyan Ebert

Linda Brown

