
                                                 “Preserving The History of Our Nation’s First Major Industry” 

National Bottle Museum® 
                                  76 Milton Avenue, Ballston Spa, NY 12020 

                                                                      Phone: 518-885 -7589           email: nbm@nycap.rr.com 

 

Letter from the President:  

 

Dear Museum member, 

This summer we packed up the 

Greeley Bourbon bottle for the 

fundraiser raffle and headed to 

Springfield for the FOHBC National 

Antique Bottle Convention & Expo.  

And what a show it was!! I was kept busy matching names 

to faces. I So enjoyed meeting Ferdinand Meyer at the show. 

Ferdinand and The Federation have been generous 

supporters of the museum.  In fact, we are already talking about going to Cleveland next year. 

And who knows what we will pack up to raffle off next year in Cleveland.  

Once again, the museum hosted interns through the Saratoga County Youth Bureau Program for 

the summer months.  The interns assisted in cataloging the archives, greeting visitors, and sales. In 

turn, the students acquired valuable skills to prepare them for the work place. This is our fifth year in 

this program and it has been a win-win for the museum and interns.  

Please make a visit to the museum to see the changes. The third floor has been receiving needed 

attention while the first and second floors continue to host new exhibits.  The museum was just 

mentioned in an article about the top 13 small towns to visit in New York State. Coming in at #10 

was Ballston Spa and a nod was given to the “unusual, informative… ” National Bottle Museum! 

Thank you for your continued support. You belong to a special, unique group of people!  

Ellie Dillon 

Board President 

THE BOTTLE MUSE           Fall 2017 
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Board of Trustees

Ellie Dillon, President 

Meg Stevens, Treasurer  

Sara Stiles, Secretary 

Ted Filli 

Mark Juda 

Patti Southworth 

 Phil Bernnard 

Roy Topka 

Stephanie DelSignore 

                                                       Museum Director: Gary Moeller

Volunteer Director of Glassworks Studio: Heather Longacker 

Volunteer Director of The Artists’ Space: Fred Neudoerffer 

 

Successful Raffle  and the winner is ……. 

The raffle of the Greeley bourbon bitters bottle was held at 1:00 pm on Sunday April 6, 2017 at 

the FOHBC National Antique Bottle Convention & Expo in Springfield MA. 

 

Ellie Dillon gave the last turn to the cage that held the tickets.  Meg Stevens made the phone call 

to the winner and Gary Moeller presented the rare bottle to Sandy Arnold from Pattersonville, 

New York who was the lucky winner. Sandy traveled to the museum to receive her prize. It was 

a very successful raffle and again the National Bottle Museum would like to thank our anonymous 

donor! 

Annual Meeting November 12, 2017 @1:00 pm 
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 0ne has to marvel at the work that a show like this entails. Hat’s off to the 

crew at the FOHBC who ran a well-organized event. Thank you! Looking 

forward to the FOHBC Cleveland National Bottle Show in 2018! 

 

 

The Museum on the move: 

The National Bottle Museum will hit the road this fall. The exhibit on the industry 

of bottle making in Saratoga County  traveled to Malta NY Town Library and is on 

display there till January.   
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Digs and Stories: from the desk of board member Roy Topka: 

It is the two hundredth anniversary of the 

Erie Canal. Any history buff cannot overstate 

the importance of the early canal days in the 

development of this state and the country.  

One thinks of all the great bottles produced 

for businesses in the cities and towns along 

the canal. In the early 1970’s when I was a 

teenager, my digging buddy, Gary, and I 

spent much time in the Mohawk Valley and 

around the canal digging bottles. Here is an 

Erie Canal Song I adapted from Thomas 

Allen’s  song “Low Bridge” to our hobby. 

“I got a shovel and her name is Sal 

Dug some dumps on the Erie Canal 

She’s a good old digger and a good old pal 

Dug some dumps on the Erie canal 

We’ve seen some dumps in our day 

Filled with bimals, pontils nay 

We know every dump along the way 

From Schenectady to Amsterda-am 

GITDOWN! Somebodies around! 

GIT DOWN! Or your gonna be a found! 

And you’ll always be my neighbor,  

You’ll always be my pal 

If you ever dug with me on the Erie canal! “ 

 

2017 so far hasn’t been a bad year for  privy 

digging.  I was allowed to dig on some 

promising construction sites. Of course pontil 

filled holes were scarce, with many dipped, 

while others simply did not yield any good 

bottles. Many houses I dug dated from mid-

late 1860’s to mid 1870’s and this was for 

one reason: they were available. Yea you 

would rather they were twenty years older 

but this is how it has been going for me. Just 

days before the Saratoga show I returned to 

a lot where a late pontil thru 1870’s privy 

was dug years ago. I remembered after 

finishing that pit probing a very ashy, newer 

feeling pit, but never returned. It might have 

been the huge, old maple tree nearly on top 

of the hole that put me off. Anyways, I went 

back and opened it to find 1910’s material in 

the ash three feet down. No surprise here. 

After a foot of sand and rusted metal was 

removed , early 1900’s Schenectady Hutches 

started to come out, along with a ton of 

common bottles. The hole ended up a little 

over 6’ deep and bottomed out in the 1890’s. 

But the take was good. 30 decent 

Schenectady Hutch’s, 3 embossed Sch’dy 

liquor flasks, Quart Hutch, a half dozen 

Sch’dy druggists, a decent canning jar, and a 

pail of other stuff. 

 Often my privy digging yields a lone pontil 

puff at the base.  I’m not sure if the one bottle 

should be looked at as a reward for digging 

thru all the roots and rocks, or is it a tease, 

the hole telling me “ha ha you sucker all the 

good bottles got taken out by the honey 

dippers and dumped in the river.” Oh well, it 

is what it is. 

Next time: Another Roy Topka song
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The 2018 Saratoga Bottle Show will be 

held on Sunday, June 3rd at the Saratoga 

County Fairgrounds in Ballston Spa, New 

York.  Information and table applications 

will be mailed out after the New Year.  If 

you are a new vendor you may email Roy 

Topka at rmt556@yahoo.com or Phil 

Bernnard at explomar@hotmail.com in 

January for information .   

 

Director’s Report   

While 244 people signed the Guest Book in August,  people  came from 

16 different states (as well as 2 each from Ontario, Canada and Great 

Britain).  We continue to be a destination for worldwide tourists.  

green squat soda with a tapered lip, flared collar, and a graphite pontil.   

According to the embossing, it was manufactured at the Dyottville 

Glassworks in Philadelphia.  It was manufactured for (again, according to 

the embossing) Wm. S. Cheyney.  

It’s one of my personal favorites in the collection because, while it is embossed on one side with 

“DYOTTVILLE GLASSWORKS / PHILADA,” the other side reads “STOLEN FROM / WM. S. CHEYNEY” 

Very often during the mid-1800’s, if you purchased a product from a bottler, you purchased the product, 

not the bottle.  Many collectors are familiar with bottles that state they “are never sold.” 

According to AMERICAN BREWRIES II, by Dale P. Van Wieren, a W. S. 

Cheney brewed beer in Landenburg (formerly Chandlerville) PA in 

1855.  There is no way of knowing whether this is the same individual.  

Thomas P. Hallman’s Directory & Price Guide of Philadelphia Beer Soda 

And Mineral Water Dealers  does not list a Cheyney at all, despite 

being a fairly extensive list. 

According to the Society for Historical Archaeology website 

(www.sha.org) Thomas W. Dyottt started the Dyottville Glassworks 

around 1833. 

Can anyone in NBM’s membership provide enlightenment about this? 

 

mailto:rmt556@yahoo.com
mailto:explomar@hotmail.com
http://www.sha.org/
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The Jan Rutland Memorial Artists’ Space: 

Director: Fred Neudoerffer  

In The JRM Artists' Space, opening September 29, will 
be the 2017 annual Oakroom Artists Show. This year's 
show will run through November 4th with an artist's 
reception on Sunday October 15th from 2-4 pm. There 
are 16 Oakroom Artists participating in this year’s 
show.  
 

 

Glassworks Studio: 

Director: Heather Longacker 

Glassworks Studio hosts ongoing classes for teens and adults in hot glass and art 

forms of all kinds. Special events and demonstrations are regularly held on the First 

Friday evening of each month. You may contact Heather at heather@glintglass.com 

for information or on Facebook: glassworks studio at the National Bottle Museum 

 

mailto:heather@glintglass.com
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National Bottle Museum 

2018 Board of Trustee’s Election. 

Ballot 

 

Nominated Trustees to be elected to a three year term –  vote for up to two 

  

___ Stephanie DelSignore 

 

___ Phil Bernnard 

________________________________ 

 

National Bottle Museum 

 

Election for 2018 Officer’s Positions for the Board of Trustees  

 

Please vote or withhold for the following positions. 

 

___ President –Ellie Dillon 

 

___ 1st Vice President- Mark Juda 
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___    Treasurer- Meg Stevens 

 

___ Secretary- Stephanie DelSignore 

 

 

 

Copy and paste in email or print  and mail back to museum.   
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